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Since the drainage lines from the plateau are usually steep
and the valleys narrow, the soil is readily washed to the sea.
"A national catastrophe due to soil erosion/' wrote two
American authorities, "is perhaps more imminent in the
Union of South Africa than in any other country."4 The
state is obligated to aid farmers and pastoralists especially
in conserving what General Smuts once described as "the
surface gold of the country,'7 grass. The great bulk of the
population depends finally upon the grass cover of the land,
and suffers when it suffers. Hence government has subsidized
boreholes and dams, financed irrigation projects, and spon-
sored education to combat soil erosion, over-stocking, and
insect pests, especially the locust. Parliament has spent funds
upon afforestation of river catchment areas and upon research
in veld management, such as that carried on at Rietondale
and at many other stations for pasture research. But the
agricultural expert in South Africa commonly finds that
political discussion evades the fundamental issues of human
adaptation to environment, especially on those occasions
when the public is absorbed by the emotive issues of national-
ism or concerned with finding political scapegoats for its
misfortunes.
One type of assistance, less controversial than fiscal pro-
tection, is the credit provided by the Land and Agricultural
Bank, established in 1912 and never operated for profit. The
Bank, which derives its capital from the Union treasury, is-
administered by a board appointed by the government,
although a sincere effort has been made to manage it as a
public utility trust rather than as an ordinary department of
government. It makes advances to farmers against the
security of first mortgages on land, to agricultural co-operative
societies, to regulatory boards under the Marketing Act, and
also to farmers for such special purposes as the construction
of fences, dipping-tanks, and silos. In 1933 the Bank was
authorized to act for the government in redeeming mortgages
through funds voted by Parliament, but its influence upon
the total long-term agrarian credit was relatively limited.
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